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ARBITRATION BOARDS

In Gujarat, the practice of appointing arbitration boards has
not yet been introduced. We have completely forgotten the ad-
vantages of having our disputes settled by a panch or an arbitrator,
as if we thought that justice could only be got through unknown
persons and by spending money. Justice is not to be bought
for money in this way; what can be sold is injustice. Fraud or false
witnesses will be of no avail before a panch or an arbitrator. A
panch settles the dispute and so brings the two parties together.
Courts increase enmity, panchas lessen it. It is true that in these
days people are tempted to go to courts because of absence of
honest panchas. Moreover, are those who are fond of litigation
likely to go to a panch at all? Nevertheless, if in every town or vil-
lage, people make an effort, the practice of settling disputes through
panchas or arbitrators can be revived.

POLLUTION OF SAFFRON

Till this day I was not aware that the saffron which is used
for ritual worship and making sweets is imported from abroad and
that it is smeared with animal fat. Shri Mulchand Uttamchand
Parekh writes:1

In view of these painful facts, the use of saffron in ritual wor-
ship or for making sweetmeats is courting sin while seeking to do
good.

[From Gujarati]
Navajwan, 12-3-1922

26.   LETTER TO DEVDAS QAJVDHI
SABARMATI,
[On or before March 10, 1922]
CHI.   DEVDAS,
You are making separation from you more and more unbear-
able to me every day. I feel it, however much I wish that I did
not. However, at a time like this, separation is the proper thing.
I have already given you whatever advice I wanted to. The best
thing for you now is to go to jail in an innocent manner, that is,
without thinking of your safety, you may plunge yourself in any
danger that comes your way. And if riots break out anywhere, I
1 The letter, not given here, stated that saffron was mainly imported from
Spain and was smeared with blood and fat.